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The Cost of Winnings: A Socio-Legal Study of 

Jamaica Lotto Scamming and Nigerian 419 Scams 

 Jamaican lotto scamming and Nigerian 419 scams 

have targeted and swindled vulnerable individuals in 

the United States, Canada, and the United Kingdom. 

This project focused on the United States as the main 

target of these scams, and explored the efficacy of 

anti-scamming efforts in Jamaica and Nigeria in 

conjunction with their U.S. partners. This comparative 

research of Jamaican lotto scamming and Nigerian 419 

scams investigated the socioeconomic and geopolitical 

factors leading to their inception and through a 

deepened understanding of the similarities and 

differences between the scams will recommend more 

holistic responses and approaches to combatting them. 
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 This project compares Jamaican lotto scamming to 

Nigerian 419 scams and investigates their origins, modus 

operandi, and financial impact, as well as current anti-

scamming legislation. The scams are compared and 

contrasted through a socio-legal lens with the goal of 

identifying research-related and legislative gaps leading 

to practical policy alternatives. 

 The scams target very vulnerable victims. Most 

victims reside in the United States and as such, anti-

scamming initiatives remain a legislative priority for the 

U.S. government, Jamaica, and Nigeria alike. A 

comprehensive review of scholarly literature combined 

with expert interviews revealed that there are 

considerable gaps in the current body of research and 

global anti-scamming legislation, and indicated a need 

for a more collaborative approach to combatting 

Jamaican lotto scamming and Nigerian 419 scams. 

- This research project was conducted under the 

United States Department of State’s Diplomacy Lab 

Program. 

- A socio-legal comparative study was conducted using 

the sociological jurisprudence theory and the strain 

theory. 

- Forty-eight (48) sources were selected in total. 

These included scholarly literature selected from the 

disciplines of criminology, economics, and criminal 

justice as well as some news paper articles to 

supplement. 

- CITI Human’s Subject Research training was 

completed and research design was approved by 

John Jay’s Institutional Review Board (IRB). 

- There were six expert interviews: 

- Jamaican lotto scamming and Nigerian 419 scams may 

have direct links. Thorburn & Callen (2019) purport 

that it was actually four Nigerian scammers operating 

out of Jamaica in the 1990s who exposed locals to 

advance fee fraud. 

- Lotto scamming victims are usually elderly, retired, 

and, many times, suffering from decreased mental 

capacity. Nigeria 419 scam victims are more diverse 

and most victims range between 25 and 44 years of 

age. 

- There were many socioeconomic overlaps between 

Jamaica and Nigeria during the time period these 

scams were conceived. Both countries were 

experiencing economic decline due in part to 

government corruption and there were high rates of 

poverty and unemployment in the countries. This 

made room for illicit activity to be the economic 

solution of poor populations. 

- A socio-legal comparative study was conducted framed 

by the school of thought of sociological jurisprudence 

and strain theory. When strain theory is applied, it is 

realized that social factors such as the lack of income 

or lack  of legitimate economic opportunity drive 

people to commit crime (Polizzi, 2011). 

- Scamming is linked directly to an increase in crime 

and violence at the epicenter of lotto scamming in 

Jamaica. No such relationship between increased gang 

violence and scamming was discovered as it relates to 

419 scams. 

- Expert interviews revealed that there is a disconnect 

between written anti-scamming legislation, and the 

legislation in action. 

- A lack of an effective unified international anti-

scamming law makes prosecuting the crime extremely 

difficult and a lack of cooperation among countries 

compounds the problem. 

 

 Jamaican lotto scamming and Nigerian 419 scams 

are arguably two of the most famous advance fee 

scams in the world. Most victims of these scams reside 

in the United States. The scams are estimated to have 

swindled Americans out out of over USD $2 Billion 

between 2004-2015; however, there is no true 

aggregate estimate (Thorburn and Callen, 2019). 

 The earliest forms of Nigerian 419 scams date back 

to the 19th century while Jamaican lotto scams were 

birthed in Montego Bay, Jamaica during the 1990s 

(Akinladejo, 2007). 
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- More research is needed on the exact annual financial 

impact of lotto scamming, the geographical scale of the 

scams, and the attitudes of Jamaicans and Nigerians 

towards scamming. 

- More collaboration is needed among countries in the 

fight against scamming. 

- The core socioeconomic issues should be identified and 

addressed. 

- “Legal harmonization” needs to be achieved globally so 

that scammers can be effectively prosecuted regardless 

of international borders. 

 Jamaican lotto scamming and Nigerian 419 scams 

continue to prey upon the most vulnerable members of 

society. These advance fee schemes are inflicting severe 

economic damage to all countries involve and are 

negatively impacting the reputations of Jamaica and 

Nigeria in the international community. 

 The current body of research on the scams needs to be 

expanded and synthesized by future research and the 

current legal framework needs to be promptly overhauled. 

The two will go hand in hand as a practical and effective 

legislative solution will be dependent on extensive 

research. 
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