
QUICK TIPS 

(--THIS SECTION DOES NOT PRINT--) 
 

This PowerPoint template requires basic PowerPoint 

(version 2007 or newer) skills. Below is a list of 

commonly asked questions specific to this template.  

If you are using an older version of PowerPoint some 

template features may not work properly. 

 

Using the template 
 

Verifying the quality of your graphics 

Go to the VIEW menu and click on ZOOM to set your 

preferred magnification. This template is at 100% 

the size of the final poster. All text and graphics will 

be printed at 100% their size. To see what your 

poster will look like when printed, set the zoom to 

100% and evaluate the quality of all your graphics 

before you submit your poster for printing. 

 

Using the placeholders 

To add text to this template click inside a 

placeholder and type in or paste your text. To move 

a placeholder, click on it once (to select it), place 

your cursor on its frame and your cursor will change 

to this symbol:         Then, click once and drag it to 

its new location where you can resize it as needed. 

Additional placeholders can be found on the left 

side of this template. 

 

Modifying the layout 

This template has four 

different column layouts.  

Right-click your mouse 

on the background and  

click on “Layout” to see  

the layout options. 

The columns in the provided layouts are fixed and 

cannot be moved but advanced users can modify any 

layout by going to VIEW and then SLIDE MASTER. 

 

Importing text and graphics from external sources 

TEXT: Paste or type your text into a pre-existing 

placeholder or drag in a new placeholder from the 

left side of the template. Move it anywhere as 

needed. 

PHOTOS: Drag in a picture placeholder, size it first, 

click in it and insert a photo from the menu. 

TABLES: You can copy and paste a table from an 

external document onto this poster template. To 

adjust  the way the text fits within the cells of a 

table that has been pasted, right-click on the table, 

click FORMAT SHAPE  then click on TEXT BOX and 

change the INTERNAL MARGIN values to 0.25 

 

Modifying the color scheme 

To change the color scheme of this template go to 

the “Design” menu and click on “Colors”. You can 

choose from the provide color combinations or you 

can create your own. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

QUICK DESIGN GUIDE 
(--THIS SECTION DOES NOT PRINT--) 

 

This PowerPoint 2007 template produces a 36”x48” 

professional  poster. It will save you valuable time 

placing titles, subtitles, text, and graphics.  

 

Use it to create your presentation. Then send it to 

PosterPresentations.com for premium quality, same 

day affordable printing. 

 

We provide a series of online tutorials that will 

guide you through the poster design process and 

answer your poster production questions.  

 

View our online tutorials at: 

 http://bit.ly/Poster_creation_help  

(copy and paste the link into your web browser). 

 

For assistance and to order your printed poster call 

PosterPresentations.com at 1.866.649.3004 

 

 

Object Placeholders 

 
Use the placeholders provided below to add new 

elements to your poster: Drag a placeholder onto 

the poster area, size it, and click it to edit. 

 

Section Header placeholder 

Move this preformatted section header placeholder 

to the poster area to add another section header. 

Use section headers to separate topics or concepts 

within your presentation.  

 

 

 

Text placeholder 

Move this preformatted text placeholder to the 

poster to add a new body of text. 

 

 

 

 

Picture placeholder 

Move this graphic placeholder onto your poster, size 

it first, and then click it to add a picture to the 

poster. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

RESEARCH POSTER PRESENTATION DESIGN © 2011 

www.PosterPresentations.com 

© 2011 PosterPresentations.com 
    2117 Fourth Street , Unit C 
    Berkeley CA 94710 
    posterpresenter@gmail.com 

Student discounts are available on our Facebook page. 

Go to PosterPresentations.com and click on the FB icon.  

The Impact of Cheap Print on the Lives of the Poor, and the Rise of both the Quaker and 

Ranter Movements in Early Modern England 

  

 

This paper looks into the impact that printing had on England 

during the Early Modern Period, through the development and 

distribution of religious “cheap print”. These were small religious 

books, ballads and images that were sold at very low prices to the 

public and from which they consumed new ideas and information 

that in turn shaped their world. The argument that is explored is 

that development of the printing press was an agent of change 

that led to the rapid movement of religious ideas among the poor, 

influencing their ideas of the divine and how they interacted with 

it. At the same time, as result of political and religious insecurities 

leading up to and during the English Civil War (1642-1651), radical 

ideas through cheap print emerged which then served as the basis 

for religiously political radical movements like the Quakers and 

Ranters. Through their ideas of the divine they sought to place a 

solution to the religious and political problems that had arisen in 

the country at the time and used print as a way to do this. 
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The Ranters like the Quakers rose due to the religious and political 

instability caused by the English civil war. Their ideas portrayed 

them as a group that believed that god was in everyone and 

everything and that his coming was internal to everyone. In 

addition, that they were a group that believed that evil, sin, and 

judgment did not apply to them because they were considered not 

to be real. When discussing the Ranters, the impact that print had 

on the movement was based on the pamphlets, and other printed 

material that were printed on them most of which were negative. 

The tracts were ones that portrayed them as being an extremely 

dangerous evil group that was not only set to destroy the godly 

world but also but also had been one that had been inspired by 

Satan. It was this from these works that attacked them that they 

became know and people formed ideas about who they were. At 

the same time by the authors of these works associating the devil 

with the Ranters they were able to both create and redefine his 

image and what he meant and things he was associated with in the 

minds of people during in the early modern period.   

The Quakers were a group that began to rise in late 1652, and 

came to be known as a radical religious group who was 

disillusioned with the religious and  political situation that the 

country was going through at the time and sought to bring their 

own solution to the problem. Their works were ones that reflected 

the believe that the light of Christ was within everyone and that 

this alone could help them reach salvation. They rejected the 

power of institutions like the church and instead emphasized that 

each individual could attain salvation on their own accord. Their 

use of print was seen in their works spreading their message and 

urging people to take part in the debated religious and political 

conversations that were taking place at the time. This was done by 

ministers that travelled the country preaching and carrying Quaker 

text were distributed and sold as they went, helped the movement 

grow in number and in support.  

As the use and the spread of the printed word continued to spread 

throughout England it became tool for people to express 

themselves and in which oral tradition and both the written and 

printed work fed into each other. Libeloss rhymes were one 

example of this, where people created them with the intention to 

humiliate or even make an accusation against someone else. For 

those who could not read and write, they would find someone who 

could write, and through them wrote songs and rhymes about the 

people they wanted to humiliate, which then circulated through 

towns and possibly the rest of the country. The use of imagery was 

also something that became useful when it came to producing such 

works. For people who could not read, drawings that went along 

with the songs being sung were ones that served to greatly amplify 

the impact that such works had on people. What started as a 

simple rhyme or song meant to be passed down between people 

was cemented in the written word in the form of written ballads 

and drawings. Thus when print became more available, it was not 

hard for these works to also make their way to the printed word 

and circulate the country. In the same way, song and rhymes which 

were originally written in print were ones that were able to make 

their way into oral tradition further feeding into something that 

was still strong among the people especially those at the bottom 

of the social hierarchy.   

 

The Printing Press was an invention that arrived in England with 

merchant William Caxton in 1476. From then, the spread of 

printed works throughout the country was one that slowly started 

to be seen. Once it did gain traction, its results could be seen on a 

large scale. Increases in literacy were ones that reach every part 

of the social structure English society, especially the merchant 

class, craftsmen and others which came to be greatly benefited by 

from the printed. By their part, for those at the bottom of society, 

the printed word was one that did not have much effect in the way 

that many of them lived their lives. For them the strong oral 

tradition that had always been in place was something that still 

remained important part of the lives. However, this did not mean 

that they did not come in contact with the written and printed 

word. Many illiterate people resorted to those who could read to 

have written or printed works read to them out loud. The Bible 

was the prime example of this. In poor towns around the country, 

those who not could read would gather in churches on Sundays to 

have the word of God read to them by someone who could. In 

homes as well, those who could read would do so for the rest of 

the family.  

    

 

The second communication shift in human history occurred with 

the invention of the printing press by the hands of Johannes 

Guttenberg in 1450. An invention that forever changed the way 

that people communicated and how ideas reached people. This 

paper specifically focuses on the impact that printing had on 

England during the early modern period, through the development 

and distribution of  “cheap print”. These were small books, ballads 

and images that were affordable to the public and from which 

they consumed new ideas and information that in turn shaped 

their world. The development of the printing press was an agent of 

change that led to the rapid movement of radical ideas through 

cheap print, which then served as the basis for radical movements 

that sought to re-shape the world in their image among them 

being the Ranters and Quakers. These groups were ones that took 

advantage of the possibilities brought by printing, not only to 

spread their ideas but also to bring them into fruition. What then 

was the impact of printing on the spread of these ideas? How did 

groups like the Ranters and Quakers use the cheap print market to 

their advantage ? What impact did these radical ideas have on the 

lowest parts of society? These are questions that are further 

investigated in this paper, with the aim of presenting a better 

understanding of how the invention of printing impacted these 

groups and the ideas that they portrayed. What the invention 

printing press did, was allow their ideas to be cemented in the 

minds of people and preserved in a form that was accessible to 

them, which in turn allowed the groups to survive even after the 

end of the Early modern period in the case of the Quakers.  
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Introduction 

The relationship between Religion in England and print was one 

that came together in two of forms of religious print. The first of 

was main stream religious print which came in the form of the 

bible and what became know as the Book of Common Prayer. After 

1517, with the start of the protestant reformation, in England, 

Protestantism gained regional support among some aristocratic 

families, while the throne remained stalwartly Catholic until Henry 

VIII, broke away from the catholic with the Act of Supremacy in 

1533 and formed the Anglican Church. Under Henry VIII, save for 

some radical Protestant leanings while Ann Boleyn was queen, the 

new church was largely Protestant in name only, and the break 

from the Catholic Church had political more than religious 

meaning. This however, changed when he died and Protestants 

were able to exert more influence on his predecessors. With in 

that time, in 1549 they published English Book of Common Prayer, 

largely written by Arch Bishop Thomas Cranmer.  The book became 

a revolutionary book, bringing prayer into English for the first 

time. This permitted people to communicate directly with God, a 

central belief of Protestantism, and made literacy a much more 

prominent part of English culture, since people were expected to 

be able to read it.  What followed was more than century of 

conflict between Protestants and Catholics trying to exert their 

influence on the book which under the Act of Uniformity made the 

book the official prayer book of the country, one which every one 

had to read and practice. This conflict marked a many significant 

times in the country among which were the reigns of he queen 

Mary and Elizabeth I. By their part the poor, were ones that were 

required to attend church on Sunday’s to hear the word of God and 

thus were influence by the ideas found in the Book of Common 

Prayer which was printed and distributed all over the country.  

 

Intertwined with both the Bible and the Book of Common prayer, 

printing allowed for the rise of a cheap print market among which  

cheap religious print became popular. These printed works were 

posted on broadsides for every one to see in the case of ballads 

and images or were distributed at the hands of chapmen who 

travelled the country side with these small books. These forms of 

cheap print expressed messages of repentance, guides to live a 

holy life, messages of a loving god, and consisted of prayers books 

which people could have in their homes and where used educate 

the family in a religious life. What they enabled, was for prayer to 

enter peoples homes as now they could could buy one of these 

printed works and in their own times read these works no longer 

solely relying on priest to interact with god.  

As an agent of change, the invention of the printing press was a 

technology that revolutionized both Europe and England during the 

early modern period. It became an invention that greatly enhanced 

the availability and distribution of the written word while at the 

same time adding to a strong oral tradition which remained a vital 

part of people’s lives at every level of the social structure at the 

time. For the poor, although oral tradition remained the most 

important aspect in their lives and the things their did, both the 

printed and written word were ones that opened their world to vast 

new possibilities. At a religious level, it allowed both Protestant 

and Catholics to make use of the technology in their efforts to be 

the main religious force in the country. In case of the Quakers, its 

ministers were ones that used it create a very controlled system of 

distribution  and communication, which allowed them to create a 

national movement which spread all over the country. In the same 

way, for the Ranters, works that were printed against them were 

ones that shaped the ideas of the groups people attributed to 

them. Although these works attacked them, they served to spread 

their beliefs among people increasing the popularity of the group. 

Secondary Source  

Davis, James Colin. Fear, Myth and History The Ranters and the Historians. Cambridge University Press, 1986. 

Einstein, Elizabeth L. The Printing Revolution in Early Modern England. New York: Caibridge Univesity Press, 2005. 

Fox, Adam. Oral and Literature in England: 1500-1700. New York: Oxford University Press, 2000. 

Gibbons, Danel R. Conflicts of Devotion. University of Notre Dame Press, 2017. 

Gucer, Kathryn. ""Not heretofore extant in print": Where the Mad Ranters Are." Journal of the History of Ideas Volume 61.Number 1 

(2000) 

Hill, Christorpher. The World Turned Upside Down; Radical Ideas During the English Revolution. Viking Press, 1972. 

Hinds, Hilary. Geoge Fox and Ealry Quaker Culture . Manchester University Press , 2011. 

Jacobs, Alan. The Book of Common Prayer: The Biography . Princeton University Press, 2013. 

Kavey, Allison. Book of Secrets: Natural Philosophy in England 1550-1600. Universitiy of Illionois Press, 2007. 

Labuzetta, Evan. "This Diabolical Generation’ – The Ranters and the Devil." Literature Compass 5.3 (n.d.): 591-602. 

MacCaffrey, Wallace T. Queen Elizabeth and the Making of Policy, 1572-1588. Princeton University Press, 1981. 

Peters, Kate. Print Culture and the early Quakers . Caimbridge University Press , 2005. 

Reay, Barry. Popular Culture: In Seventeenth-Century England. New York: St. Martin's Press, 1985. 

Smith, Nigel. Litereature and Revolution in Enlgand, 1640-1660. New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 1994. 

Spufford, Margaret. Small Books and Plaesant Histories. London: Metheun & Co. Ltd, 1981. 

Stevenson, Anthony Fletcher and john. Order and Disorder in Early Modern England. Cambridge University Press, 1985. 

Stroud, Angus. Stuart England . Taylor & Francis Group, 1999 

Walsham, Alexandra. Providence in Early Modern England. Oxford University Press , 1999. 

Watts, Tessa. Cheap Print and Popular Piety 1550-1640. Cambridge University Press, 1991. 

Zook, Melinda S. Radical Whigs and Consipiratorial Politics in Late Stuart England. Pennsylvania State University Press , 1999. 

 

Top Left: Small book 

printed in 1686 

expressing the need to 

repent before the day 

of judgment came.   

Top Right: Small 

prayer book printed in 

1697, serving as a 

guide to people on how 

to live a holy life. 

Bottom Left: Short ballad 

printed in 1625, describing 

a sinners encounter with 

god and devil in a dream 

and urging people to 

repent for their sins. 

Bottom Right: Version of the 

Common Book of Prayer 

printed 1678. It was the last 

version of the book printed 

after 4 previous versions. 

Left: Small pamphlet printed in 

1658 expressing the beliefs of 

the Quakers. 

Right: Small book printed in 

1650 attacking the Ranters for 

the beliefs and vices urging 

people to stay away form 

them.  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/PosterPresentationscom/217914411419?v=app_4949752878&ref=ts

